
Optimal timber widths Min. / max. working loads (lbs) 
depending on dimensions

Min. / max. section
(width x height)

80 B
80 N

50 B
50 N

13/4 - 4”

31/3 - 13”

31/8 - 51/2“

31/2 - 13”

120 B
120 N

43/4 - 8“

31/2 - 15 “

160 B 6  -  12 “

         1’232 - 4’620 lbs

min. 6  x  3 1/2  /  max. 12  x  16 “6 - 12“

31/2 - 16“

Timber width (inches) 12”4” 6” 8” 10”

4 3/4  -  8 “

         1’100 - 3’630 lbs

min. 4 3/4  x  3 1/2“ / 
max. 8  x  15 “

3 1/8  -  5 1/2“

         726 - 2’178 lbs

min. 31/8  x  3 1/2“ / 
max. 51/2  x  13“

1 3/4 - 4”

         528 - 1’672 lbs

min. 1 3/4  x  3 1/2“ / 
max. 4  x  13“

13/4”


